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1:  Off-river effects of storage and use of surplus water have been or are being addressed in existing or ongoing NEPA and/or CEQA/CESA compliance documents as appropriate.  These activities are authorized by state actions, and include the Quantification Settlement Agreement PEIR, Secretarial Implementation Agreement EA, IID/SDCWA Transfer EIS/EIR, and the San Diego County HCP.  The federal government does not have jurisdiciton over groundwater aquifers, recharge sites or other off-stream storage sites within the states.
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2:  Return flows into the Salton Sea are the subject of the Salton Sea Restoration Project EIR/EIS and specific conservation activities proposed by the Imperial Irrigation District related to the transfer of conserved water to San Diego and reduced return flows to the Salton Sea are being addressed in the forthcoming EIR/EIS.  Reduction of freshwater tributary inflows into the Salton Sea is not affected by or within the scope of the federal action addressed in this EIS.  Water quality of tributary inflows/return flows is regulated by the Board, California Department of Heath Services, and EPA.


3:  The baseline spill avoidance strategy referred to in the comment utilizes a unique flow, for which associated effects are used to determine surplus conditions.  A full range of historical flows were used to evaluate the baseline.  See response to Comment No. 31-8 for a discussion of flows used for evaluation in the FEIS.



4:  It is useful to depict the results for the total 50 year period of analysis on a single figure to present a complete picture of what happens during the interim surplus criteria and the ensuing 35 year period.  In some instances, different presentations for the two noted periods were included when such information was thought to be appropriate.  Additionally, the vertical scale is varied, where needed, to focus on the results being presented.




